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Attention: Agenda Preparation

FROM: JENNIFER A.D. LEHMAN ~
Assistant County Counsel
Law Enforcement Services Division

RE: Marguerite Boyd v. County of Los Angeles
United States District Court Case No. CV 13-00838

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Contract
Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board's recommendation in the above-
referenced matter. Also attached are the Case Summary and the .Summary
Corrective Action Plan.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the .Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda of February 17, 2015.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board's
recommendation: Authorize settlement of the matter entitled Marguerite Boyd v.

Countv of Los Angeles, et al., United States District Court Case No. CV 13-
00838 in the amount of $250,000, and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a

warrant to implement this settlement from the Sheriffs Department Contract

Cities Trust Fund's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force by Sheriff s Deputies.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITtGAT10N

.CASE.NAME. __. _ ... ,Marguerite. Boyd .v....County of _Las Angles, et al,.... __

CASE NUMBER Case No. CV 13-40838

GOURT United States District Court

DATE AILED Complaint filed: 2/6/2013

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriffs Department j

- .PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT ~ $ 250,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Law Offices of Garrotto & Garrotto

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Edwin A. Lewis

NATURE OF CASE ~ Plaintiff Marguerite Boyd alleges that deputies
violated her civil rights by using excessive force in
the course o~ her arrest.

.defendants deny that piaintifFs civil rights were
violated and contend they only used reasonable
force. to overcome Ms. Boyd's resistance, subdue
her, and take her into custody.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of the litigation,. a
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further

' litigation costs. Therefore, a full and final settlement
of the case in the amount of $250,000 is
recommended.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO PATE $ 30,145

PAID CE7STS, TQ DATE $ : 2,969. ~ .

~'
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° :Case N~i~~: Mar uerite 8o d v Court of L. An~~ele~s eE a ,
r,:

....
.....r.>..::......i~::.:.:n ..:..:..:............
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Summary Carrect~v~ ~1►ction Plan

'f"he intent of this farm is to assist departmenks in writing a 
corrective action plan summary for att~~hment

Eo ttie settlemerit dacum~itits developed For the Board of Superv
isors andic~r the. County. of_ Los .Angeies .. ;.:...

Claims hoard. The summary sftauld be a specific overv
iew of the claimsliawsuits' identified root causes

and ca~r~cfive act{ons (status, time frame, and responsible par
ty}. This summary does nut replace the

Corrective Acfian Plan farm. If there is a question reiaied to co Eiden
Fiality, please consult County Gou~sel.

1

Date of incident/event: Wednesday, April 11, 2p12; approximately 3:Q5~ p.m.

Briefly provide a
desc~iptlan of the

Mar uerite Bo Cunt of Los n ales e al.

incidentlev~nt:
~ Surimary Carrec4ve Aaaon Ptan Nd. 2014-05q

4n Wednesday, {April 11, 2012, at ap~roximatety 3:Q5 p
.m., ihres

uniformed Los Angete~ County deputy sheriffs, assigned to
 the Los

Angles County Sheriff's ̀Department's Lancaster Statio
n, drove to

43020 Alep 6treet in Lancaster, 'in response to an emergent
 radta caH

for service initiated by ~ min who..sa'id his granctmoth~r had 
threatened

to shoat him, The plaintiff (the man's grandmother) was 
believed to be

in possession of a handgun.

When. the three 8eputy .sheriffs arrived (two deputy 
sheriffs and one

supervisor), the pEaintif~ exited the cesidenGe through the i
rcrnE door. One

of the deputy sheriffs instructed the plaintifF tp kurn around so
 he could

search her for w~aporrs. The pta~ntiff campii~d with the dep
uty sheriff s

direction to turn around but began to res~~t hts attempt to se
arch her, A

violent struggle ensued, and the deputy sheriff was Fo
rced to use

physical force to overcome the resistance rsffered by the plainti
ff.

The plaintiff was ultimately restrained, handcuffed, and t
aken into

custody. A loaded .38 caliber revalve~ was found and recov
ered from

,~_ the stain#iff's bedrac~m.

Briefly describe the root causes► of the claimliawsuit:

'the root cause in this inoident is the plaintlf~s resista
nre to a i.os Angeles Cnuniy deputy sheriff's

attempt to search her. 
~

2. Brie#ly describe recommended corrective actions:

(include each corCective actipn, dui date, responsible party, 
and any dlstipltnary acEions if appropriate)

_....~.... _._____-----_._T_ _ _ _ ̂  _ ~_ _ _... _

The E.qs Angeles County Sheriff's department had relevant
 policies and procedures/protocols in efFe~t

at khe trPne of the incident.

The Los Artigeles County Sheriff s pepartmsnt's training curr
lcu{um atldresses the circumstances which

occurred in the incitlent. .

'Cliffs incident was'Investig~ated by representatives firom the L
os Angeles County Sheriff's Department's

t,~ncaster StaCan.~ "Che3r investigation d~termin~d that the force used by the 
deputy sheriff wad

opjectfvety reasonable antt wiEhin the guidelines of the p~par
tment's use ~rf farce policy; Consequec►tly,

nn pe~sannel-related administrative action was taken, and 
no s~temic issues were identified.

pocument ~~rsi~n;~ 4;Q (January 2013j ~ ~ I'~ge 1 of 3
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Aatton Plan

While no ernptoyee misconduct is suspected and na systemic issues were identified, s~verai sEeps were

taken to praacttvely ad8r~ss the Issues alleged by the plaintiff:

• _ Bureauv~r pu~l'sh d~ Los~A g~t~ffi ~Camy 5heri~'s spep rtm nt Manue~~ dfi. Policy acid
Procedures section 3-10/p00.40, Preamble fo the Use of Farce Pallay, and 3-~ p/4g5.0~, Fpr~e .
Prever~tinn Prinlcipl~s, to remind members of 4y the fundamentaE principle to avoid the use of
foCae whenever possible and 2) ",..should ~ndeavar tQ de-eacalata aanFrontatibns through
tacf ca) c~mmun3catians, warnings, and other common senss methods pr~uenting the need to
use farce whenever re~sanably passible."

3. Are the corrective actions ~ddres5ir~g department-wide system fssa~s?

[~ Yes —1'h~ corrective aafions address department-wide system issues,

I~ No--The corrective ~cctians are only app{ic~bl~ to the affected parties:

Las Angeles CauntJ~r Sheriffs De,~artmen~
o:ra~,~e,'~ ,P.:. i ,1t`..:, ~~•.., :•:3....+.,.;,.t::~e,; .:,•.,...~_ ~ ... ...~:r... .W,S ... ,tft.rc. ~:.,:;: ~ ~ s .. .::pv:r~ .. ....a,+i.,;;::.«.;:~

:` NBtri~d~(Risk Mansgement Caordinaka~ t,.

-::Sontt E. Johnson, Captain
~` Risk Management Bureau ~ i

,;,. },
~' F

:j
?.ou`cgllattl~0;. ^;~~~G~~~• ~ ;.... ... 

'{'fat@:

/~—,~w~Y is
;. ,:;

±M:.':M+ ~ .. ~ ~ .. .. "~Yl'.... .~;i"t::! ~1 •~ .. ,. .e .. ': 4J•' r. •: b:~' fit:' ..r :ft ~. a. t:C ~~e.<

Nat118;*tl]epartment Head} 'I
F:

sari M. Shields, Chief `"
„ Pratessronai Standards. dvtston ~_::
;~

a:' .. ... .t?ir-e3 _...... ..~~~r.,..i,~:L' .. h,.~:v}~r;nz.:. .... -r ,r+;: ,. ~ .'~ .•~t.::., .. x~.}~rRx ~~«n~7 .. ~.R...
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Carrectivg Ac#ion Plan
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3.1U1U00.0U PREAi11t8LF TC? TNT USE OF FORGE PQLiCY

The Las'Angeles County Sheriff's C?epartment is committed to the sanctity and.
preserv.ation of

life, human rights, and the dignity of every indEVidual as described in Our Care 
Values.

Q~partrnent members are sarr~etim~s required to use force in self~defiense, defen
se of others,

and during the execution of lawful duties, Ire ali situa#ions, Department members are required

to conduct themselves in accordance with lawful and cons#itutiar~at standards.

As leaders an the sheriff's Departrrrenfi, a(I m~rnbers shall view their duties in t
he Context of

safety far themselves and afhers, with an emphasis an .respect, professiona
lism, and

reverenr,~ for human life, even when fiorce is required.

In cases where Sherif#'s Qeparfinent persr~nne! must take action to conduct Eawfu! du
ties

where tf~ere is not necessarily an immediaf~ physical threw, members shalt take into 
account

and commun3cafie (where appficablej tactical consideration$ predicated an preventing the,u
se

of farce~whenever possible.

For planned.tactica{ operations, such as service of warrants, parole aompiiance searches,

tactical cell extractions; and prolonged passive resistance, members shall deuelop a tact
ical ~

plan predicated on preventing the use of force whenever po~sibf~. Supervist~rs shall be

present during panned tactical operations:; 
i

~~

The ,Sheriffs Department is committed to uphaldi~r~g~lawfui, profe~sianalt and ethical standards

through asserEiv~ leadership and supervision before, durir►g; and after farce incidents. This
'includes farce prevention efforts, effective tactics, ct spassionat~ and objective review, and 

.

analysis of every incident.

t~evis~d g7112t~t 3
~tevis~d 92l~t~~12 (tmplementatic~n January 1, 2g13}
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3-1 1005 OQ ~ :. ~: ;;: , ::EN; .i.C,~~i. PRI L'

Department-rnemt~rs shail aniy use-that level of force-which i
s objectively.reasonable,_and.. _, .. . ..:...............

farce should be used as a last r~sart. Department members 
shauid endeavor to de-escalate

confrontations through tacfiical cammunica~ion, w~rnings, and 
other common sense methods

preventing the n~~d tc~ use farce whenever reasar~ably passible.

When force must be used, Deputies ar~d staff shall ~ndeavvr fio use
 restraint t~chniqu~s when

possible, and use only that levet of fiorce necessary far the situ
ation.

~tevised x}714 ~l1 ~


